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Hope from the Ruins: Consolation in the Prophecies of Jeremiah — Tova Ganzel 11:10

Why Jeremiah's Comfort Is Different

Two prophecies of restoration for comparison with Jeremiah's distinctive language of consolation

(om), love (7278), and compassion (0777).
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Jeremiah 31: Rebuilding and Homecoming
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Rachel Weeping for Her Children
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“Rachel died, and was buried on the way to Efrat” — what did Jacob see that led him to bury Rachel on
the way to Efrat? It is because Jacob foresaw that the exiles were destined to pass there. This is why he
buried her there, so she would ask for mercy upon them. That is what is written: “A voice is heard in

Rama, wailing, bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children” (Jeremiah 31:15).

From Tears to Hope
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Immediately, the mercy of the Holy One blessed be He was aroused and He said: ‘For you, Rachel, I
will restore Israel to its place.” That is what is written (Jeremiah 31:14). And it is written: (Jeremiah

31:15-16).

Return, Repentance, and a New Covenant
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